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Stanford Ushers In The Age Of Bookless Libraries

by LAURA SYDELL

e A A A

The periodical shelves at Stanford University's
Engineering Library are nearly bare. Library
chief Helen Josephine says that in the past five
years, most engineering periodicals have been
moved online, making their print versions pretty
obsolete — and books aren't doing much better

According to Josephine. students can now
browse those periodicals from their laptops or
mobile devices.
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Introduction to Sociology

1.1 Defining Sociology
mkumammmmmndﬂmmu
I8 The field encomy both the ion and f tion of
particular societies and social groups, including their continuation, dissolution, and demise, as

well as the origins, structure, and functioning of social groups.

1.2 The Unit of Study
Sociologists utilize a number of different levels of analysis to understand social life. Whereas
some study the social interaction that occurs within groups (the social processes represented by
behavior directed toward, affected by, or inspired by others in the group), other sociologists
study the social structure of group life. Some are interested in the structure of soci —that is,
the organization of populations living in the same area who par ate in the same institutions
and share a common culture. Others in the field are concerned with the s ystem, a social
within

group, or with society as a whole unit, distinct from the individual

unit ut\md\ ()u ﬁ)( us of the (llsupllm is on social groups and society as a whole, rather than

only on the individual, which is the focus of psychology.

1.3 The Perspective: Humanistic or Scientific

Some sociologists adopt a humanistic approach to their work, which means that they see
sociology as a means to advance human welfare, They seek self- ization, the full development
of a cultivated personality, or improvement of the human social condition.

Alternatively, some sociologists adopt the scientific perspective. They are primarily concerned
ledge derived from i or

with acquiring objective empirical (the actual }
observation that can be measured or counted) and not with the uses to which such knowledge is
QUL Thev believe that in science one must he cancerned with “what is” and not with “what should

(L
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